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How to Use This EPA Kit 
 

Welcome to the Highfield End-Point Assessment kit for the spectacle maker apprenticeship 
standard. 
 
This guide contains advice and guidance for trainers on how to prepare for the end-point 
assessment. The approaches suggested are not the only way in which an apprentice may be 
prepared for their assessments, but trainers may find them helpful as a starting point. 
 
 
Key facts 
 
Apprenticeship standard:  Spectacle Maker 
Level:  3 
On-programme duration: Typically 24 months 
Grading: Pass/distinction 
End-Point Assessment duration: One day 
End-Point Assessment methods:  Direct observation and professional discussion 
 
After this introduction, the contents of this kit are divided into sections that correspond 
with each type of assessment specified in the end-point assessment plan which can be 
found at: https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/media/1202/spectacle_maker.pdf  
 
In this guide you will find: 
 

• a section focused on delivery, where the standard and assessment criteria are 
presented in a suggested format that is suitable for delivery 

• guidance on how to prepare the apprentice for gateway 
• detailed information on which part of the standard is assessed by which assessment 

method 
• suggestions on how to prepare the apprentice for each part of the end-point 

assessment 
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Standard overview  
 

A spectacle maker is anyone who uses their skills and labour for the production and repair 
of finished, quality assured spectacles with a wide range of prescriptions, coatings and 
finishes, frame types and styles. They will be using a range of materials for frames, lenses 
and optical manufacturing and repair tools and equipment. They may be working within a 
small glazing workshop or in a larger manufacturing environment. 
 

On-programme requirements  
 

Apprentices without Level 2 English and maths will need to achieve this level prior to taking 
the end-point assessment. 
 

Readiness for end-point assessment  
 

The independent end-point assessment is synoptic, that is, it takes an overview of an 
apprentices’ competence. It is important therefore, that the end-point assessment only 
commences once the employer is confident that the apprentice has developed all the 
knowledge, skills and behaviours defined in the spectacle maker apprenticeship standard. 
Once the employer is satisfied that the apprentice has achieved a standard sufficient for the 
independent end-point assessment, the assessment organisation will make arrangements 
for the end-point assessment.  
 
Apprentices without Level 2 English and maths will need to achieve this level prior to taking 
the end-point assessment. 
 

Order of end-point assessments  
 

The direct observation must be the first assessment component, followed by the 
professional discussion. 
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Retake and resit information 
 

If an apprentice does not pass one or more of the components there will be an opportunity 
to resit/retake. However, all parties should be confident that the apprentice is ready to start 
the end-point assessment before the process is started. 
 
Resits should be scheduled as soon as the apprentice is ready, when practicable for the 
business and in line with the policies, practices and procedures of Highfield Assessment.  
The resit is normally expected to take place after all the required assessments have been 
taken and the individual assessment results and overall apprenticeship result has been given 
to the apprentice.  


